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purpose, became incarnate in the man Jesus of
Nazareth. "The revelation was made once and for
all in Christ. The Church is the witness and guardian
of that revelation/'2 But teachers who claim, to be
prophets by no means agree; and how is a man to
decide which are the prophets through whose mouths
or pens God has chosen to reveal his truth? The
Catholic replies that the Church is commissioned by
God to answer such questions. And when men are in
doubt as to what the inspired teachers meant, the
Church is there to decide through its mouthpiece the
Pope. When some British officers had been killed in
Dublin, an Irish lady said to me, "I refuse to call
this murder till the Pope tells me it is." The moral
judgment she was free to exercise was still, in her
view, subject to be overruled by the word of God
expressly revealed through the mouth of the Catholic
Church. But why did she think that the Catholic
Church, as opposed to all other Churches, had been
chosen by God as his mouthpiece? This, at least, is
clear, that all men are not agreed in accepting the
dogma of Papal infallibility. The Catholic accepts
that dogma only because in the verdict of his own
conscience and reason it is true. The voice of God as
expressed through his own conscienceand reason, and
not the voice of the Church, is his final criterion. And
so with the Protestant fundamentalist, who holds
that ultimate truth is revealed not by the Church,
nor yet in the Koran, but only in Scripture. In the
last analysis there is nothing but his own conscience
and reason to tell him that the Bible and not the
Koran is the word of God.
The doctrine of authority, however we look at it,
cannot be made to stand on all-fours. Any number
of men in their senses will agree that two and two
make four, that two sides of a triangle are greater
than a third. On mathematical points we all agree
in so far as our reasons are competent to grasp the
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